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The Arab Fund for Arts and Culture is an independ-
ent Arab initiative established by local cultural
lobbyists and a group of international donors in
2007. AFAC funds individuals and organizations in
the fields of cinema, performing arts, literature,
music and visual arts, while facilitating cultural
exchange and cooperation across the Arab world
and globally.
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Maybe unconsciously you want
your story to be told by you.
Because for so long, our story
has been told by everyone else.
If you see the effect that
cinema has had, how many
people you can reach in cinema:
what makes a difference? To
have your story out there? |
think it makes a difference.

Najwa Najjar

AFAC envisions a thriving Arab art and cultural scene that is confident

in its expression, open to dialogue, accessible to all, and sustained
locally by committed patrons. By engaging artists and cultural
practitioners to assess their needs and facilitate cooperation, educat-
ing patrons on the social impact of arts and culture, advising stakehold-
ers on necessary interventions, and supporting projects with direct
independent funding, AFAC will play a leading role in achieving this
vision, serving as a model and catalyst for homegrown philanthropic
initiatives across the Arab world. AFAC’s operations are guided by two
fundamental principles: transparency in the grant giving process and
independence through a diversity of funding sources.
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OUR PROJECTS

Since its launch in 2007, AFAC has received 2,100
applications from 19 Arab countries for grants in
six categories: cinema, literature, performing
arts, visual arts, music, and research, training and
regional events. The open call for applications
ensures broad and impartial access for applicants
from across the region and covers a wide
spectrum of genres, allowing AFAC to gauge the
region’s creative pulse and identify areas in need
of support. As a result, and with modest means,
AFAC has distributed 165 grants to worthy benefici-
aries from 15 Arab countries. 75 percent of
applicants are individuals, with small institutions
and initiatives contributing the majority of the
remaining 25 percent.

fl.. acgono Lo M.V polc 59 CLUJJ_LLJL) o §ggainll Judiwl
cwll wllaoll 58 ado e Jgaall, Luyelaly 19 (o ks
ayndlgiall pabplly apuoll . d8lsil . Loigudl: &yl
dgcall wioA 28 g .wlhadll clug Ggadl . séiwgoll
HalJgng Goaindl ado e pllell 99 8181010019 dngidoll
. @bl clayl wliao (o d3aln 8jgny wlilihll (o aac
a8 168, denlgioll Gerinll wliilaolg ¢lil leyig
uly &yyliie) daio NV yoiallg a8lail) suypell (Ggrinll
Al To Jig a8l lmio Vo ,Luje ad lo g8 ggan

Bjaszn Oluawéol

Number of Applicants

sum of 2007, 2008 and 2009
More than 100
Between 50 and 99

. Between 10 and 49

. Between 1 and 9

. No applicants

Number of Grantees
per year

0

Country size is proportional to its arabic-speaking population: |:|: 1 million




OUR GRANTEES
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During these first three years, AFAC funded 47 projects in film, 27 in
literature, 25 in performing arts, 24 in visual arts, 16 in music and 26
in research and regional events. Our grantees’ work has been
reviewed in the local and international press; they have been invited
to participate in high-profile festivals, artist exchanges and residen-
cies, and have, in turn, inspired hundreds of other residents of the
region to pursue artistic endeavors through workshops and trainings;
despite these successes and a measure of international recognition,
AFAC awardees have overwhelmingly continued to work in the region
and focus their cultural production on a local context.
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Al of our financing comes from
Europe. So having AFAC was materi-
alistically and symbolically very

important. [...] It doesn’t necessar- BOARD MEMBERS

ily cover all our needed budget—it
cannot. But on the other hand it
gives a decent amount of money and
it makes us more eligible to get
more funding. It is regional, but in a
sense it’s local, because it’s not
from any country in the region— so,
it feels like we have money from
back home. 4y

* Ghassan Salame Chairman
* Nabil Qaddumi Vice Chair & Treasurer
* Suzanne Wettenschwiler Statutory Secretary
* Zeina Arida
* Mohamed Berrada
* Ferial Ghazzoul
* Basma El Husseiny
* Sawsan Jafar
* Hani Kalouti
Orwa Nyrabia Adila Laidi-Hanieh
of Proaction Films = Amin Zaoui

* Abbas (Eddy) Zuaiter
Oussama Rifahi, Executive Director
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Ghanem - Omar Ghobash - Sawsan Jafar - Khaled Ahmad Juffali - Hani Kalouti -
Nabil Qaddumi - Rana Sadek - Walid Yousef Zahid - Eddy Zuaiter
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Elia Sulaiman Dalila Al-Nather Tamer AL-Saeed Najwa Najjar Kamal Aljaafari Rojeeh Assaf Nizar Zubi Laish Band Play Maya Zbib Abaad Theatre Hisham Jaber Kamanjati Musical Association Al Mastaba
Band The Egyptian Arts Center Randa Merza Oriab Togan UNRWA Palestinian Hooch Ethnographic Museum, Birzeit University Tamer Institute for Community Education Muhannad Mbaideen Cultural East Founda-
tion Mariam Bu Salmi Beirut DC Engaged EventsfEleanor Okeeffe Nawal Eskandarani KIKA Website MAKAN Sudanese Study Center "Sudanese Creative Arts Development” Royal Film Commission Ala Hlehel Hala
Lutfi Haydar Kol Bareh Liana Badr Maher AbiSamra Mayar AL Roumi Alia Arasoughly Salah AL-Murr Samir Abdallah The Freedom Theatre Confederation of Cultural For Demacracy Cinema et memoire Nuzha
El Hakawati Theatre Known as the Palestinian National Theatre Francois Abou Salem Kholoud Nasser Adham Mohammed Mohammed Hafez Laila Hassan Soliman Maria Bakhous Neeme Neeme Amir Nizar Zubi
Ali Abdullah Fejer Amro Salah Abdel Aziz Bayoumi Macadi Salim J. Al-Nahhas ~ Wissam Mohamad Said Murad Yazan Mohammad Ghazi Al-Khalili fbdaa PACA/ Interanational Art Academy - Palaestine Mounira Al
Solh Huda Smitshuijzen Abifares Reem B. Allcadhi Rula Halawani SUDANESE PLASTIC ARTIST GEMERAL UNION Tarek Al Ghoussein Fissel Hassan Darajj THE GHASSAN KANAFANI CULTURAL FOUNDATION- HABILITA-
TION PRESCHOOL Haitham Mohammad Ibrahim Sarhan Emad Addin Musa Jubair M. AL Melaihan Samia Emad El Din Mehrez Sanaa CHEDDAL Amman Filmmakers Cooperative Bassam El Baroni Ismaiel Mohammed
Mohammed EL Hazer Lara, Shahira Khaldi, Issa Lebanese Association Of Women Researcers MAKAN Metropolis Art Cinema PROACTION FILM Riwag- Centre for Architectural Conservation SHASHAT Upper Hand de-
velopment Organization For Basic Students  Philippe Aractingi Mohamad Malas Mohamad Tawfik Saed Enas Al-Muthaffar Anne Marie Yusef Jacir Ghassan Abdallah Djamila Sahraoui brahim El Batout Sobhi
Al Zbaidi Mohammed Ahmad Mohammed Al Hawajri Ahmad Abdalla El-Sayed Mabil Maleh Raed Yassin Hazem Alhamwi Bassam Ali Jarbawi Omar Abi Azar Fadil El Juaibi Youssef Raihani Mohamed Abed Elfattah
Abed Alhady Hammad Babylon Cult Art Fouad Mabil Yammine Faek ElHomasssi Hanane Hajj Ali Dalia Basiouny Abul Maati Sareyyet ramallah-First Ramallah Group Oula Al Khatib Bab Bhar Cinemasrah ASSABIL-
Friends of Public Association Proaction film BEIT EL FANN Jumana Hussein Mustafa Mustafa Association IN (AIN) Health and Culture Center Mohamed Kamal Harb Rami Khalife The Lebanese Association for
Plastic Arts, Ashkal Alwan Zeina Maasri Beirut Art Center Samia Emad El Din Mehrez Asma Huda kassatly Huda Abdallah Lutfi Saba Abdullah Suliman Innab Shurug Ahmed Musa Harb Iman Issa  Aida Eltrorie Pales-
tinian Art Court -Alhoash Hoda Barakat Zuleikha Abdulrahman M.Amin Aburisha Ezzat Tawfek Abd el-Maksod El-Kamhawi Arab Children Friends Association Engaged Events Mahmoud Iberaken Samiha Ali khrais
Sharafdin Majdolin Khairalla Reshak Said Hala Salah Eldin Hussein Soha Bechara ElBeyt Culture and Arts Association Haider Saeed Abedelaziz Errachidi Rania Ali Musa Mamoun Mohamed Salah Alazab Moham-
mad Taha Al-Ghawanmeh Toufic Farroukh ksa Ibrahim Boulos Iragi Magam Foundation Irab for Arabic Music Solhi Al Wadi Institute of Music Samir Bahajin Kinan Azmeh Fawzy Saleh Akram Zaatari Amer
Shomali Dima Yasin-Abu Ghoush Elias Moubarak Attia Habib Joana and Khalil Hadjithomas and Joreige Karima Zoubir Laila Hotait-Salas Louly Seif Malek Bensmail Nahed Awwad Orwa Nyrabia Rania Stephan
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